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Helping your child learn at home in

While you are waiting –

please get 6 items from 

around the house that 

are different lengths 



Why we ask for parents to help... 

• the main reason for parents not helping 

• attitudes to maths 

“I’m no good at maths...”



Tools for use at home

- Mathletics

- Objects

- Dice 

- Vocabulary
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Learning Objectives in Maths



Learning Objectives in Maths



Our approach in Reception…

‘Early Number Sense’ and using Numicon



A comparison activity involves so 
much mathematical talk…



We do lots of sorting!





Numberblocks





Subitising



£5.40 
from 

Amazon 



Progression in Maths
Reception and Year 1
• Very practical and mental
• Lots of counting, songs and games
• Based in play, especially in Reception
• Reception is based on numbers 1 – 20 and 

understanding the concept of these (can go beyond 
this)

• Year 1 – working with numbers to 20, moving on to 
100

Resources: objects, number lines, games, 100 squares, 
computers, songs – anything that grabs attention 



Hundred Square 



What maths could come out of 
mealtimes?



Incidental Maths 



Examples of incidental numeracy

• counting their toys/items (number)

• discussing shape, size and measure of toys/items-
including non-standard forms (shape space and 
measure)

• fairness with siblings (fractions, equivalents)

• toy shop (money, counting,

addition & subtraction)

• toy kitchen or actually cooking 

together (measuring, fractions)
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Games with maths in 

Cards – three blind rats – Newmarket – snap 7s

Mancala





Activities you can do at home!
Lego or Duplo! 

There are lots of opportunities for maths when planning with Lego. 
Can you ask your child: 

How many blocks do you have? 

How many would you have if I give you one more?

Can you make a taller tower than mine? 

Can you make a repeating pattern using different

colours? 

How many ‘Legos’ long is …. (Ask your child to guess 

how many pieces of Lego it would take to measure something, then 
get them to measure it by making a Lego tower)



Cooking is a great (and messy!) way of incorporating maths in a 
fun and exciting way. 

Ask your child:

Can you count how many ingredients 

we need? (From the recipe list)

Can you spot the number 2 on the scales? (For example, when 
weighing 200g of flour)

Do think that is enough or do we need more?

We need 4 eggs, I’ve got to so far, how many more do we need? 

Cooking!



When you are out and about

Going to the shops: Get your child involved with paying as 
much as possible. Understanding money and coin value 
happens best when children have real life experiences

of what it is and how it is used.

Number hunt: Numbers are everywhere! Speed signs, 
house doors, bus stops, number plates, football tops, soup 
tins etc. Give your child a focus number and see how many 
they can spot during the day. 





Any Questions?  


