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SATs = Statutory Assessment Tests

At the end of Year 2, children in England sit national 

tests in the following subjects, the results are used 

to measure the school’s performance:-

*Literacy – Reading

*Literacy – Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling

*Maths – Arithmetic & Reasoning

These tests reflect the content of the Literacy and 

Maths national curriculum and the learning children 

have had during their time in Key Stage 1.
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Paper 1
Reading booklet 

with questions and 

answer spaces

combined.

Paper 2
Reading booklet with 

a separate booklet 

which has the 

questions and 

answer spaces. 

(Texts totalling 400 –

700 words)

(Texts totalling 800-

1100 words)

Each paper for the KS1 Reading SATs is worth 50% 
of the available marks.



English – Reading
Paper 1 Example Page
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Literacy – Reading
Paper 2 Example Pages
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Literacy - Reading

The results of the SATs papers only 

form a part of the final outcomes in 

reading at the end of KS1.

Teachers are continually assessing 

children including:

• Their ability to answer questions 

– including inference, prediction 

and recall.

• Responses to written 

comprehensions.

• Reading – colour book bands.

• Discussion from 1:1 reading in 

school.

• Information from Phonics checks.

Reading – end of KS1 expectations

• Read accurately most words of two or 

more syllables.

• Read most words containing common suffixes (e.g. 

ing, er, s, ful).

• Read most common exception words.

• In age-appropriate books, read most words 

accurately without overt sounding and blending, and 

sufficiently fluently to allow them to focus on their 

understanding rather than on decoding individual 

words.

• Sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, 

without undue hesitation.

• In a book that they can already read fluently, check 

it makes sense to them, correcting any inaccurate 

reading.

• Answer questions and make some inferences.

• Explain what has happened so far in what they have 

read.

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-syllable
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-suffix
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-exception-words
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-blending
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-decoding
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Literacy
Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling

Paper 1

Spelling test of 20 

words

Paper 2

Question Paper to 

check grammar, 

punctuation and 

vocabulary

Note: the Year 2 SPaG tests are not statutory in 2022, but we do 

them to help assess children’s progress and understanding
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Literacy – Spelling Example Page Literacy – Grammar Example Page
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Literacy - Writing

Writing is not formally assessed 

through the SATs papers.

Teachers are continually assessing 

all written work from children 

including:

• Information from non-statutory 

KS1 SPaG and Spelling tests.

• Handwriting.

• Writing from different genres 

taught in school (stories, reports 

from real-life experiences, 

instructions, factual pieces, 

letters).

• Spelling Tests.

• Homework.

Writing – end of KS1 expectations

• Write simple, coherent narratives about personal 
experiences and those of others (real or fictional).

• Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly.
• Demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital 

letters and full stops, and use question marks correctly when 
required.

• Use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently.
• Use coordination (e.g. or/and/but) and some subordination 

(e.g. when/if/that/because) to join clauses.
• Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these 

by graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and 
making phonically plausible attempts at others.

• Spell many common exception words.
• Form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation 

and relationship to one another and to lower-case letters.
• Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the 

letters.
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Arithmetic

& Reasoning

Paper 1 Paper 2
Arithmetic

(25 marks available) (35 marks available)

Reasoning
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Maths Paper 1 Example 
Pages (Arithmetic)

Maths Paper 2 Example 
Pages (Reasoning)
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Maths

The results from SATs papers only 

form a part of the final outcomes in 

Maths at the end of KS1.

Teachers are continually assessing 

children including:

• Day-to-day learning outcomes in 

Maths lessons.

• Previous tests / assessments 

carried out in class.

• 1:1 discussion to understand 

how children reason and find 

solutions in Maths.

• Homework.

Maths – end of KS1 expectations

• Read scales in divisions of ones, twos, fives and 

tens.

• Partition any two-digit number into different 

combinations of tens and ones, explaining their 

thinking verbally, in pictures or using apparatus.

• Add and subtract any two 2-digit numbers using an 

efficient strategy, explaining their method verbally, 

in pictures or using apparatus.

• Recall all number bonds to and within 10 and use 

these to reason with and calculate bonds to and 

within 20.

• Recall multiplication and division facts for 2, 5 and 

10 and use them to solve simple problems.

• Identify fractions of a number or shape, and know 

that all parts must be equal parts of the whole.

• Use different coins to make the same amount.

• Read the time on a clock to the nearest 15 minutes.

• Name and describe properties of 2D and 3D 

shapes, including number of sides, vertices, edges, 

faces and lines of symmetry.
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KS1 SATs tests are one part of evidence 

towards the whole teacher assessment.

Papers are marked in school, and an overall 

grading based on the whole year’s work 

will be made.

The results of the SATs tests are 

reported to the Local Authority.

Moderation from a range of work takes 

place to ensure consistency across schools.



14

Working Below the Expected Standard (not working within the Year 2 Curriculum).

Working Towards the Expected Standard (some of the learning is within the Year 2 

Curriculum).

Working At the Expected Standard (all learning is within the Year 2 Curriculum – as 

previously shown).

Working at Greater Depth within the Expected Standard (very secure in the Year 2 

Curriculum, with elements of Year 3).
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• Help your child with reading, listen to them read and focus on bringing out a ‘love of reading’.  

Also reading stories to your child allows them to develop language, listening skills and 

comprehension.   Encourage making predictions of what might happen next.

• Help your child with writing, support with weekly spellings.  Write together to make shopping lists, 

stories and letter writing (making sure handwriting is formed correctly is an important part of being at 

the expected standard).

• Help your child with maths, play times table games.  Encourage them to help with cooking, 

weighing and measuring ingredients.  Work out what time it is together.  Provide opportunities for 

your child to pay for things in a shop, to work out how much things cost and how much change will 

be needed.
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Targeted support 

Transition to next school

Catch up sessions 

Children learn at different rates
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• We call them quizzes!

• Spread the test papers across the whole period with small groups at a time

• Support reading in Maths papers where needed

• Snacks offered during the tests

• Encourage growth mindset – this is a learning exercise

• Other fun activities going on throughout the time – exploring the outside areas, art, PE, games

• Trying to keep the week as low key as possible

• What if my child is poorly or unwell?



Any Questions?


