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The Great Fire of Warwick 

Key facts 

In 1694, in the town of Warwick, a fire started in the middle of the day and it spread very fast. 

It began when a tiny spark from a blacksmith’s shop flew onto the thatched roofs of the Blacksmiths Shop . A thatched roof is 
made of dry straw, and fire can catch very easily. 

The town was very dry and windy, the fire spread quickly. Big flames ran down the street and burned many homes and shops. 
Lots of people had to run away to stay safe. 

People ran into St Mary’s Church, to hide, because it was made of stone, but the fire was so strong that even the church got    
damaged. 

The fire burned for many hours and destroyed hundreds of houses in the town. 

What happened after the fire? 
After the fire was out, the people of Warwick rebuilt their town. They made new houses out of brick and stone so that another 
fire would be less likely to happen. 
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