
English Book Spine – Emscote Infant School  

Reception 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Primary Texts      
A Wild Walk to School – 

Rebecca Cobb  
In Every House, On Every Street 
(fiction book with History links, 
thinking about different types 
of homes that people live in) 

 
The Colour Monster (fiction 
book with PSHE links & 
emotions, art links to colour 
mixing) 

 
Hello Autumn (fiction book with 
Geog links to seasons, art links 
to colour) 

 
(Extra just for Bonfire Night - 
poems with links to History) 

Once Upon a Time 
(traditional tales) 

 
The Christmas Pine (picture 
book) 

 
The night before Christmas 
(fiction book with links to 
RE) 

 
 

Astro Girl (fiction book with 
links to Science/Space/ 
British values/RE, about a 
multi-cultural girl, who 
aspires to be an astronaut) 

 
How to Brush Your Teeth 
(non-fiction book with links 
to Science/Health/PSHE) 

 
If I Built A Car (non-fiction 
book with link to 
Science/DT/History) 

 

Lost in the Toy Museum 
(fiction book with links to 
History) – 

 
Catch That Chicken (fiction 
book set in West Africa, by 
Nigerian storyteller) 

 
Errol’s Garden (fiction book 
about a multi-cultural boy, 
who lives in a block of flats 
and creates a rooftop 
garden for everybody in 
the flat - reaches out to 
children, who don’t live in 
houses with gardens. Links 
to geographic) 

 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
(Maths/Understanding the 
World / Expressive Arsts) 
 

 
Twist & Hop - Minibeast 
Bop (rhyming/musical book 
with links to Geog/Science) 

 
Snail and the Whale 
(rhyming fiction book with 
link to Geog/Science) 

 

Farmyard Hullabaloo 
(rhyming book with links to 
Science/Geog) 

 
Dinosaur Bones  (rhyming 
fiction book with links to 
History/Science) 

 
Be Brave Little Penguin 
(fiction book with links to 
Geog/PSHE) 

 



  Year 1 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Primary Texts      
Michael Foreman’s Nursery 
Rhymes – poetry & rhyme 
(Incy Wincy Spider (transition 
time), Hickory Dickory Dock, 
There was an old woman…, 
Humpty Dumpty). (introduce a 
range of rhyme and poetry) 

 
The Gingerbread Man – 
Usbourne book illustrated by 
Elena Temporin (fiction: deeper 
focus on a traditional tale) 

 
Little Red – Bethan Woolivin 

 
 

Jack and the Beanstalk – 
Richard Walker, Niamh 
Sharkey & Richard Hope 
(fiction-deeper focus on a 
traditional tale) 

 
The Little Red Hen & the Ear 
of Wheat – Mary Finch 
(fiction based on non-
fiction 

 
Letter to Father Christmas – 
Rose Impey & Sue Porter 
(fiction) 

 

Penguin Huddle – Ross 
Montgomery & Sarah 
Warburton (non-fiction) 

 
The Leopard’s Drum – 
Jessica Souhami (fiction) 

 
 
The Invisible – Tom Percival 
(fiction) 

 
 

Traction Man – Mini Grey 
(fiction) 

 
Everywhere Bear – Julia 
Donaldson (fiction) 

 
Luna Loves Library Day - 
Joseph Coelho (fiction) 

 
 

Where the Wild Things Are 
– Maurice Sendak (fiction) 

 
Look Up! – Nathan Bryon 
(fiction). 

 
Mavis the Bravest – Lu 
Fraser (fiction) 

 
 

The Night Pirates – Peter 
Harris & Deborah Allwright 
(fiction) 

 
Eat Your Greens, Goldilocks 
– Steve Smallman (fiction) 

 
Bloom – Anne Booth 
(fiction) 

 

 

 



Year 2 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Primary Texts      

Map Makers Food 
Maps from Anna to Zane- 
Vivian French (fiction 
based on non-fiction) 

 
How did that get in my 
Lunchbox? Chris 
Butterworth (Non-fiction) 

 
Welcome to our Table – 
Laura Mucha (Non-
Fiction) 

 
The Giant Jam Sandwich – 
Janet Burroway (Fiction) 

Intrepid Explorers 
Journey- Aaron Becker 
(Wordless Book) 

 
The Sailing Boat in the Sky 
– Quentin Blake (Fiction) 

 
Abel’s Moon- Shirley 
Hughes (Fiction) 

 
The Nutcracker – retold 
by Alison Jay (Christmas 
Fiction linked to classical 
music by Tchaikovsky) 

 

The Great Fire Of London 
Vlad and The Great Fire of 
London-Kate Cunningham 
(non-fiction in a story 
style) 

 
The Crows Tale- Naomi 
Howarth (fiction) 

 
Katie in London – James 
Mayhew (fiction) 

 

Where do I live? 
Here we Are – Oliver 
Jeffers (non-fiction in a 
story style)  

 
Lila and The Secret of 
Rain- David Coway 
(African Tale (links to Bo)) 

 
Lost- Mariajio Ilustrijo 
(fiction)  

 
Footpath Flowers- Jon 
Arno Lawson 
(wordless book) 

 

Castles 
Inside the Castle- Usborne 
(Non-Fiction) 

  
The Castle the King Built- 
Rebecca Colby (Fiction 
based on fact) 

 
Tell me a Dragon – Jackie 
Morris (fiction) 

 
 
 

Seas and Oceans 
The Owl and the 
Pussycat- Edward Lear 
(Traditional Poem) 

 
The Further Tales of the 
Owl and the Pussycat- 
Julia Donaldson 
(Traditional Poem) 

 
The Sea of Dreams- Denis 
Nolan (wordless book) 

 
Mrs Noah’s Pockets – 
Jackie Morris (Fiction 
linked to a bible story) 

 



 
 


