Dangers of migration

Migration has evolved to enable species to survive but birds may face many
dangers on the way. These include:

* Bad weather, especially extreme events. Anything from sandstorms
and wildfires to storms at sea can put birds in serious danger. New
arrivals need to start feeding quickly, so bad weather at their
destination, like late snowfall, can also spell disaster.

Birds can get lost, despite their navigation skills. Youngsters on their
first journey south can easily go astray, especially if they meet bad
weather.

Collision course. Tall man-made objects can be deadly to migrating
birds. Skyscrapers with reflective glass walls are among the worst for
migrating land birds. If power lines and wind turbines are placed along
key migration routes, they can cause collision problems for larger
soaring migratory birds such as large birds of prey, storks, cranes, etc
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Today we took part in the RSPB’s Big School Birdwatch. After
our assembly this morning, where we discussed migration
and identified different species of birds (according to their
characteristics), we then had a lesson on migration. We
learnt what is meant by migration (and the difference
between winter, summer and passage migration). We then
discussed hazards to migrating birds (man-made and
natural). After that, we then plotted migration paths of
different birds, using world maps and atlases to help us.

We then finished our RSPB learning by going into the school
grounds and carrying out our birdwatch — using the

identification sheets to help. When we came back into class,
we discussed our findings and played UK bird ‘“Top Trumps'.

Bird migration map

giving Plot the route taken by the birds during their migration to the UK.
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