










• Focuses on developing children’s speaking and 
listening skills

• Lays the foundations for the phonic work in Phase 2
• An emphasis to get children attuned to the sounds 

around them and ready to begin developing oral 
blending and segmenting skills.
• Tuning in to sounds (auditory discrimination)
• Listening and remembering sounds (auditory 

memory and sequencing)
• Talking about sounds (developing vocabulary and 

language comprehension)





Children should already be able to blend and segment words 
containing the sounds taught in Phase 2.



• Children should know graphemes for all phonemes

• They will be able to blend phonemes to read CVC 
(consonant-vowel-consonant) words, and segment in order 
to spell them

• Also, children have begun reading straightforward two-
syllable words, as well as reading and spelling some tricky 
words

• Key focus - consolidation of the children’s knowledge and to 
help them learn to read and spell words which have adjacent 
consonants, such as trap, string and milk

• We introduce the split vowel digraphs at this stage as well as 
they are commonly used in reading (a_e / e_e / i_e / o_e / 
u_e).



• Ability to read and spell some polysyllabic words
• Learn more graphemes and phonemes

(ai as in rain, but now they will be introduced to ay as 
in day and a-e as in make)

• Alternative pronunciations for graphemes will also be introduced, 
e.g. ea in tea, head and break

• More complex 
graphemes are taught 
in Year 2 
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