
 

Weekly Topic 

Tasks  

for Year 1 

 

W/C 13th July 2020 
Remember, there is now additional White Rose maths work available as well. 

Monday What is a portrait?  
What is the difference between a portrait and a self-portrait? 
Why do artists create portraits?  
 
Take ideas and discuss. 
Use the slides in Appendix 1 saved about portraits. 
Mona Lisa, Portrait of Madame Matisse (Green Stripe) and Adele Bloch-Bauer   
Encourage children to look carefully at the three paintings. What do you think about the 
colours? Is it realistic? Is it detailed? Do you think it is a happy or sad painting? 
 
Discuss the similarities and differences between the paintings. 
 
The artists have all used the same medium- paint. So why do they look different? What 
different techniques have they used? 
 
We are getting some work ready to send up to your new teacher at school. This work might 
be used as a display when you first start.  
We would like you to create a pencil self- portrait. To do this you will have to study your 
own features carefully.  
Use a mirror to look at yourself. 
 

• Look really carefully at the shape of you face. Is it perfectly round?  

• Look at the shape of your eyes and the different parts of your eye, the shape of the 
outside, the pupil inside, your eye lid, the shape and thickness of your eye brows etc  
We all have slight differences in shape and size. 

• Look carefully at your nose. Is it wide or thin? Is it pointy or rounded? 

• Look at the shape of your lips. They are not just a straight line. Are your lips 
full/thick or thin? Is your moth wide or narrow? 

 
Look at the ‘How to draw a Self-Portrait’ sheets in Appendix 2. Use this as a guide to draw 
your self- portrait.  

Tuesday For this session the children will ideally need a photograph of themselves that has been 
printed in black and white 4 copies on a sheet (or more) If this is not possible, they can draw 
their face 4 times. 
 
Discuss the different words- pop   and    art.    So what do we think Pop art might be?  Tell 
the children they are going to watch a clip from the Tate Modern Gallery. This is a gallery 
dedicated to modern art.  
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/what-is/pop-art 
 
Andy Warhol is one of the most famous Pop Art artists in the world. He is most famous for 
creating portraits of very famous people in a very different way. He mostly prints his images 
with printing paints/inks. Let’s look at some of his work. 
Show the children Appendix 3-  famous portraits by Andy Warhol 
 
Discuss thoughts. What do you like about them? What don’t you like? How do they make 
you feel? Is this the sort of art you would like to display in your home? Do you prefer 
traditional style portraits or Pop Art portraits?  

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/what-is/pop-art


Using the print out of yourself or drawings of yourself, you are going to create a pop art self 
-portrait. 
 
Look at how Warhol substituted the natural colours for very bold exciting colours.  
Using felt tip pens. 
Make each picture of you different by colouring over your face and background in bold, 
block colours. Change the colour of your skin, hair, clothing, background etc so every picture 
looks different and modern. 

Wednesday So your next teacher really gets to know a lot about you, we are going to write a pen portrait 
of ourselves. Instead of a picture that shows a true representation of yourself, you are going 
to do a piece of writing all about yourself. We want your writing not just to contain 
facts/information, but to also show us a bit of your personality. It can be truthful but still fun 
to read. 
 
We are going to do this piece of writing in stages over the next few days, as there are lots of 
things we would like you to include.  
 
Today we are going to plan the writing. This can just be words or short phrases to jog your 
memory and help to structure your writing.  Look at the planning format with your adult. 
Appendix 4 Write some of your ideas in the boxes. 
 
Ask your adult to read the pen portrait example  Appendix 5 
What did you like about it? Did anything make you laugh? Did you feel they got to know 
quite a lot about this person? Did any part of it give you some ideas for your own writing? 
 
Your writing does not have to include as much detail but it is the detail that brings the 
writing to life! 
 

Thursday 

And 

Friday 

Today you are going to start your draft copy of your pen portrait. This is the first copy that 
you can edit (change) as you go along.  
 
Use the Drafting sheets  Appendix 6 to do your writing 
 
 
Note to parents/adults 
This is a task that can be done in short sections over a period of time. If you just want to do 
1 or 2 sections a day that is fine. It would be nice ideally to have a finished piece of writing 
that could be given to the next teacher at the start of term.  
 
 

Happy Writing!                        
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Appendix 4: 

 

 



 

Appendix 5 

 

 



naughty. He eats all sorts of things that he shouldn’t and is often at the vets. Mum says we can’t have another pet if 

he dies. They cost too much money! 

I have lots of secret talents that people might not know about me. Like I know how to ask for the toilet in sign 

language. My grandfather was a Russian spy (but I’m not supposed to tell people that one). I can stand on one leg for 

over 5 minutes and I can sing the National Anthem backwards word perfect. I’m not sure how useful these things will 

be to me but you never know! 

I keep changing my mind about what I want to be. When I was younger I obviously wanted to be a gymnast but then 

I realised if I wasn’t one of the very best in the world, I would never get rich from that. Then I wanted to be a pop 

star but Joe tells me that I might be a good singer but I'm not good looking enough to be a pop star. If I get my art 

assignments done maybe I will get into art school. It would be really cool to be a book illustrator. I think I would be 

good at that. I’d like to illustrate children’s books because children’s stories are so much more fun. I used to love 

looking at the pictures when the teacher read to us in Primary School. 

If I could change anything in the world I would like to make sure every child had a safe home to live in, a good 

education and clean water. Sometimes I forget to be grateful for these things and then I am reminded again. 

Sometimes I am reminded in assembly. Sometimes I see sad documentary programs on the television and 

sometimes my mum reminds me to be grateful for the things I have. ‘We don’t have a lot but we do have love’ she 

says. I know she is right. There are lots of things I wish for that don’t really matter. But I do still wish I could pick my 

own clothes and look like a pop star – just at the weekends. 
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